recording of all known exposure to environmental carcinogens, might well lead to a clear understanding of the total accumulation of cancer proneness which affects each of us at various ages. However, there is much discussion of and some distaste for the concept of disease registers and many fear to make easily available too much detailed information about ourselves and our weaknesses. If reasonable confidentiality can be guaranteed, as appears to be the case in Utah, the next half century might well see profitable computerisation of medical, genetic and environmental data on a prospective basis for the whole population. Events separated in time and space affecting different members of the family would be put into perspective, and the origins of common cancers uncovered. Ultimately, the combination of computerised disease registers, genetic markers and tests of fundamental subcellular changes may greatly reduce the cancer problem.
This volume will be of great interest to everyone interested in cancer, since virtually all aspects of the genetics and relevant epidemiology are considered by a galaxy of authors. The majority of articles are admirably short with excellent bibliographies, and this book represents a key acquisition for libraries. Many clinicians and research workers in the field will want a personal copy.
R. HARRIS The appearance of the second edition of this book will be generally welcomed, since being of encyclopaedic proportions, it aspires to the status of a standard text-book, bringing together a considerable diversity of information between the same covers. It is intended primarily for clinicians whose concern is with the management of malignant disease. As such it covers a wide area, from the scientific foundations of tumour
